THOMAS RUMBOLD
his pockets himself, for he would not be at that trouble.
Upon this, our adventurer, commanding his lordshipjs.
servants to keep at above a hundred-foot distance upon
pain of death, took the pains of searching the Earl, when,
finding nothing but boxes and dice in the pockets of his coat
and waistcoat, he began to rend the skies with many first-
rate oaths, swearing also that he believed he was the groom
porter, or else some gaming sharper going to bite the poor
country people at their fairs and markets, till searching his
breeches, he found within a good gold watch and six guineas.
He changed his angry countenance into smiling features,
and giving his lordship eighteenpence, bade him be of good
cheer, go up to his regiment then at London as fast as he
could, and do his duty as he ought, and when he next met
with him he would give him better encouragement.
Rumbold having a long time observed a goldsmith in
Lombard Street to be very intent in counting several bags
of money was resolved to have a share out of some of them ;,
but having tried several essays, still came off disappointed.
He had several rings about him which he had got by robbing,
one of which had a very fine diamond set in it. Money
being wanting, and so many disappointments crossing his
desires, he went to the goldsmith's to sell him the ring, in
company with a servant he kept. On entering the shop he
pulled the ring off his finger and asked him what it was
worth. The goldsmith, looking on him, and then on the
ring, hoped to make the ring his own for a small matter;
and seeing our adventurer (who had disguised himself in
a plain country dress), believed that he had little skill in
diamonds, and that this came accidentally into Ms posses-
sion, and that he might purchase it very easily. Wherefore
being doubtful what to answer as to the price, he told the
countryman that the worth of it was uncertain, for he could
not directly tell whether it was a right or a counterfeit one.
"As for that," said our pretended countryman, " I believe
it is a right one, and dare warrant it; and indeed I intend to
sell it, and therefore would know what you intend to give
me for it." " Truly/1 replied the goldsmith, "it may be worth
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